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ñRejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.ò  (Romans 12:12) 

In early January a group of UOL members from multiple parishes went snow 

tubing at Blue Mountain.  Juniors, Pre-Juniors, Young Adults and Seniors met 

at the snow tubing center and enjoyed a fun but very cold day on the mountain.  

It was wonderful that we had members from Allentown, Northampton, Johnson 

City, Philadelphia, South Bound Brook and Scranton.  

The UOL is continuing to build regional ties between parishes.  There are two 

ways that we can develop regional ties: 

1) Planning regional UOL events and inviting UOL members and all members 

of area chapters to these events.  The plan is to have quarterly regional ac-

tivities for juniors and sen-

iors to encourage sociali-

zation.  Currently estab-

lished regions are east 

coast chapters and Western 

Pennsylvania/Ohio.   

2) Encourage individuals 

to attend parish events for 

local events.   One way to 

encourage participation is 

for parishes to share the 

dates of their parish events 

(for example, picnic, anni-

versaries).  

 

Be sure to send us information about your parish events so that we can en-

courage individuals to attend.  It would be wonderful for us to support our 

local parishes with events.   

Just send information about your events to nsufler@aol.com and we can share 

with everyone.     
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Natalie Bilynsky  

 Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

I recently had the opportunity to represent the UOL at the Metropolitan Coun-

cil.  In preparation for the meeting, I was reflecting on the UOL and the role 

that the UOL has played within the UOC of USA.  It is amazing that nearly 

eighty years ago our predecessors had the remarkable foresight to develop a 

lay organization  within the Church with the goal of keeping our youth close 

to the Church.   

In many ways the challenges identified nearly eight decades ago, have contin-

ued and perhaps even gotten more complex.   The vision and structure identi-

fied many years ago, of developing an organization to connect our parishes 

with each other as a way to support and inspire each other and our youth is 

remarkable.  I am grateful for their awe-inspiring vision.  

As an organization, the UOL connects us to the larger Church family beyond 

our local parish communities.  It encourages regular involvement in the life of 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, nationally, regionally and locally.  While our 

parishes might be small, united and together we are strong.  It is essential for 

us to work together to be a family in Christ, supporting each other and our 

youth.  

 One of the beautiful things about the UOC of the USA is that it is in fact very 

diverse.  Different immigrations, different knowledge of Ukraine, cradle Or-

thodox, converts ï all are one family in the UOC of USA.  The UOL is the lay 

organization that helps to build the bonds focusing on the Church and our 

youth.    If our Church is going to thrive ï we must focus on ways to encour-

age our youth to remain in the Church and this is the major focus of the UOL.   

The motto of the UOL, ñDedicated to our Church - Devoted to its Youthò en-

courages us to develop as one family in Christ.  In the last few years, the UOL 

has reflected on the strategies that have been successful in building our com-

munity around the Church ï at a parish, regional and national level. With so-

cietal pressures that increasingly pull individuals away from the Church, per-

haps more than ever, the UOL can be a resource for all of our parishes and all 

of our faithful.  

I would challenge you to think about what organizations we have that connect 

you with other parishes.  Where do you get to meet others of the same faith, to 

talk about issues related to an Orthodox parish?  Where do you and those who 

are the cornerstone of your parish go to get inspired with new ideas? Where 

do you recharge, get inspired from other Ukrainian Orthodox faithful?    How 

do you connect with other parishes?  How are you part of the bigger picture of 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of USA?   The UOL is the place for that. 

In the last few years the UOL has sponsored regional activities to foster 

fellowship between our parishes.  We are sponsoring regional events so that 

our juniors (and those older than juniors) can also have time together.   This is 

particularly helpful for our youth where we are able to build fellowship 

between parishes.  The UOL can also serve as a conduit for your local parish 

to invite neighboring parishes to your events.  The closer the bonds we can 

develop within and between our parishes the stronger the network we build 

for our youth.  

In addition to regional events, the UOL has actively worked to develop bonds 

between UOL members where there is no chapter.  With advances in 

technology, it has been possible to have virtual coffee hours where members 

can socialize while they are miles away in different states.  Our hope is to 

build upon this network between members.  

Being in the UOL is an opportunity to interact with members of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church of the USA from other cities, learn what they are putting 

into action in their parishes, and foster life-long friendships.   I encourage you 

to reach out to UOL members that you miss and encourage them to participate 

in our UOL events.  I hope that you consider attending our UOL Retreats, one 

in Western PA on March 21st and in the Philadelphia area on March 28th.   

 

I also hope that you plan to attend the UOL Convention in Palos Park July 29- 

August 2nd.  If you have not been to a Convention recently,  our focus has 

shifted.  We now incorporate a workshop structure where we focus on the 

issues and challenges facing our UOC of USA parishes.   We have had many 

meetings with the Palos Park Chapter and we are so excited about the Con-

vention. 

 

With Love in Christ, 

Natalie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary New Britain CT  
Submitted by Teresa Linck  

We may be few in number, but we keep busy.  We hosted a free luncheon for 

the Parishôs Annual Meeting. We asked for donations for the Campôs Living 

Waters and the people were generous. Six of our 13 members were elected to 

the Parish Board. 

 

In November we made two collections. One collection was for new clothes for 

children in the orphanages in Ukraine. Six boxes were sent. The other was for 

Samaritanôs Purse. It is an organization that gives children around the world 

(including Ukraine) shoe boxes of Christmas gifts. We collected crayons, 

toothbrushes, soaps, small toys and many other items. And then we went and 

packed up the boxes with members of other churches that collected, also. To-

gether we packed over 500 boxes. This is us and some of the boxes. 

 

Many of us worked at our Parishôs Winter Festival. It was very successful. 

We hosted breakfast for our Parishôs St. Nicholas Day Program.  We are busy 

getting donations of soups for the Souper Bowl. Because of conflicts, we will 

be hosting ours on February 1st.   We are planning a breakfast for May. 

St. Vladimir UOL Philadelphia  
Submitted by Andrea Swan  

Greetings from frigid Philadelphia!  We hope everyone is staying safe and as 

warm as possible!  Here in Philly, we have been very busy in this month of 

January!  A shout out to Ed Zetick and David Sembrot for being the sponsors 

of our Ice Cross which we have blessed to coincide with Theophany.  Father 

Taras Naumenko and Father Ivan Tchopko presided over the blessing of our 

ice cross on our church lawn.  Following the blessing, we held a memorial 

service to commemorate the one year anniversary of Julian Naumenkoôs re-

pose who touched so many of our lives within our parish family and be-

yond!  While it is customary for us to hold a breakfast after the blessing of the 

Ice Cross, the breakfast was also to honor Julianôs legacy.  All the proceeds 

collected from the breakfast have been donated to the Shining Lights Scholar-

ship Fund in memory of Julian.  We would like to thank the Bohen family for 

preparing the breakfast. 



 

 

MESSAGE  

FROM THE  

JUNIOR UOL  

PRESIDENT 

PAGE 3        UOL BULLETIN                                      SPRING 2026 

 Tatiana Korotinsky 

79 th Annual UOL Convention  

July 29, 2026 to August 2, 2026  

Palos Park, Illinois  
 
It has been 25 years since the UOL Convention has been in Palos 
Park and we are so excited to return to Palos! 
 
4ÈÅ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 4ÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ Ȱ2ÅÊÏÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÈÏÐÅȟ ÂÅ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÒÉÂÕÌÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢȱ ɉ2ÏÍÁÎÓȟ ρςȡρςɊȢ  &ÏÒ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȟ ×Å 
will be looking at ways that technology can assist our chapters 
and parishes.  This will include discussion about the ways that 
technology can help your parish but also address some of the dan-
gers associated with relying solely on technology.   

Sessions for the Convention will start on Thursday, however, we 
hope that UOLers come early to see the sites in the Chicago area.   

Convention Events  

Wednesday evening we will have a wonderful hospitality night 
and time to gather and reconnect.    

Thursday following Divine Liturgy we will enjoy a brunch and 
sessions will begin. 

Thursday  will be fun for everyone! Juniors will enjoy a trip to a 
virtual reality center.  Later that day everyone will have a deli-
cious dinner at Tradycja Polish Fusion restaurant and enjoy a 
comedy show.  

Friday is Ukrainian Style at the parish hall.  Pack your best 
Ukrainian Wear!   There will be prizes for best dressed!  The night 
will include a fashion show, dancing and a wonderful Ukrainian 
menu. 

Saturday - Banquet and Ball at the Hotel Event Center.  Enjoy a 
wonderful dinner, banquet and bring your dancing shoes. 

Sunday - Following Divine Liturgy UOL members will enjoy 
brunch at the parish hall.   

Hotel information  
 

Homewood Suites by Hilton   16245 S La Grange Rd.,   
Orland Park, IL 60467 

UOL Convention rate of $174  per suite/night.  
 Reserve your room by June 15th to lock in your rate 

Includes:  suite with kitchenette, breakfast and free parking. 
Use the following link to reserve your room: 

www.hilton.com/en/attend -my-event/ukrainian -orthodox-
league-convention/  

ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʫ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ! Glory to Jesus Christ! 

On behalf of the Junior Ukrainian Orthodox League, 

I would like to extend warm greetings to everyone 

during this meaningful season in the life of our Church. Whether we are re-

flecting on the joy of the Nativity or preparing our hearts for Great Lent, this 

time calls us to slow down, step back, and refocus on our relationship with 

Christ. 

Great Lent gives us the opportunity to look inward and strengthen our spiritual 

lives through prayer, fasting, and service. Attending Church more regularly, 

deepening our daily prayers, and helping those around us are simple yet pow-

erful ways to grow closer to God. Fasting may look different for each person, 

but its purpose remains the same, to teach self-discipline, humility, and trust in 

the Lord. I encourage everyone to remain involved in the life of the UOL and 

the Church through parish activities, service, and fellowship. During Great 

Lent, this could also include finding simple ways to give back, whether 

through alms giving or helping those in need. Chapters might also consider 

hosting an agape soup supper following a Presanctified Liturgy service as a 

meaningful way to gather in fellowship. 

The youth are not only the future of the Church, they are an important part of 

its present. It is essential that young people feel welcomed, supported, and 

encouraged as they build a strong foundation in their faith. Our parishes, fami-

lies, and mentors all play a role in this journey, and leading by example can 

have a lasting impact on the lives of our youth. 

I encourage everyone to remain involved in the life of the UOL and the 

Church through parish activities, service, and fellowship. These experiences 

strengthen our faith, bring us closer together, and remind us of the importance 

of our Church community. 

With love in Christ, 

Tatiana Korotinsky 

Maplewood Junior UOL Chapter Is Back!  
Submitted by Danylo Kondryshyn,  

Maplewood Jr. UOL Chapter President and  
National Junior Board Secretary  

 

After more than a decade, the Maplewood Jr. UOL chapter has been rein-

stated! The Jr. Chapter held elections on December 25th, and the results are 

Danylo Kondryshyn as President, Charlie Alex as Vice President/ Secretary 

and Alex Mykhaylyuk as Treasurer/ Financial Secretary.  Matthew Dubas is 

serving as Jr. Chapter Advisor and Father Sviatoslav is serving as our Spiritual 

Advisor. Though our Jr. chapter is small, we have plenty of activities planned 

in the future, such as helping make and 

serve soup for Souperbowl Sunday and 

helping at Maplewoodôs annual Ukrain-

ian Day celebration!  

 

As a chapter, we sold raffle tickets for 

the Jr. UOL 50/50 fundraiser, raising a 

total of $392 over the course of the 

month of January. We hope that the 

reinstating of the Maplewood chapter 

can help start a pattern of defunct chap-

ters beginning activities again. We 

canôt wait to see everyone at Conven-

tion this year, and we hope you will 

support our chapter throughout the upcoming years! 

 

 

UOL Convention Basket Raffle  
 

We invite all chapters, Junior and Senior, to join the UOL Basket Raf-

fle!  Have your Chapter create a basket of goodies (value of $50.00 or more) 

to be raffled at the Convention. If you are not able to make a basket, please 

consider donating a gift card. 

 

Some ideas for Basket themes are:  

Wine loverôs basket, Chocolate dream basket, Scratch off lottery tickets bas-

ket, Bath and body products basket, Beer loverôs basket, Movie basket, 

Cooking utensils / cook book basket, and Christmas basket. 

 

Please let us know 

by July 1 of your 

participation in this 

event. We are asking 

for support from all 

of our UOL Chap-

ters, Senior and Jun-

ior. Should your 

Chapter not be able 

to deliver a basket or 

gift card, please con-

sider sending a $50 

donation ï check 

payable to ñSts. Pe-

ter & Paul UOL -

79th UOL Conventionò.  Your participation in the Raffle and your donations 

will help to make this 79th Convention a financial success for the entire 

Ukrainian Orthodox League.  We sincerely appreciate your generous sup-

port!   

 

For more information about this UOL fundraiser please contact:: Andrea 

Swan    aps6@comcast.net   610-306-6854 
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St. Vladimirôs Junior UOL 
Submitted by Tatiana Korotinsky  

 

Over the past few months, the Jun-

ior chapter at St. Vladimirôs Ortho-

dox Cathedral has been blessed 

with many opportunities for fellow-

ship, service, and spiritual growth. 

In December, our Junior chapter 

spent a day together in Center City, 

where our pre-juniors, juniors, and 

young adults enjoyed an ice skating 

outing along with a walk around the 

city and a delicious lunch. This 

event allowed our parishioners to 

connect and strengthen relation-

ships in a fun and welcoming set-

ting.  

 

During the Nativity season, our 

youth choir demonstrated its talent 

by singing carols to welcome Saint 

Nicholas. In addition, our juniors 

participated in caroling throughout various neighborhoods in Philadelphia, 

spreading joy and sharing the spirit of the season with the local community.  

 

Our chapter planned a 

regional retreat held in 

the Pocono Mountains. 

Young adults had the 

opportunity to stay over 

in the Poconos, while 

others joined for a day of 

tubing. This gathering 

brought members to-

gether from across the 

region and created last-

ing memories through 

shared experiences. As 

we look ahead, our chap-

ter is excited to prepare 

for Soup-er Bowl Sun-

day on February 8th, an 

event that brings our 

community together for 

fellowship and connec-

tion. 

Love in Action Before Great Lent:  
St. Sophia Seminarians Raise Over $1,000 for the UOC of USA 

Soup Kitchen Ministry  
Submitted by Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk  

 

February 8 ð the Sunday of the Prodigal Son ð marked a deeply meaningful 

moment in the Churchôs spiritual journey toward Great Lent. This preparatory 

Sunday calls the faithful to re-

flection, repentance, and a re-

newed awareness of Godôs 

boundless mercy. The Orthodox 

Church, in her pastoral wisdom, 

begins guiding hearts weeks in 

advance, gently turning minds 

away from worldly distractions 

and toward a life centered on 

prayer, humility, and love for 

neighbor. It was within this sa-

cred context that the Saint 

Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary chapter of the Ukrainian Or-

thodox League organized the charitable outreach initiative known as ñSOUPer 

Bowl Sunday.ò What unfolded that day was far more than a fundraiser ð it was 

a living expression of faith, fellowship, and service.  

 

Following the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence Metropolitan Antony entered the 

Pokrova Sisterhood Hall accompanied by the parish priest, Fr. Vasyl Pasakas 

and Dobr. Oksana; Protodeacon Pavlo Vysotskyi with Dobr. Valentyna; and 

Deacon Andrii Akulenko with Dobr. Alexis. The gathering began prayerfully. 

Metropolitan Antony offered a blessing over the food and over all present, re-

minding everyone that acts of charity are themselves sacred offerings pleasing 

to God.  

 

As the prayer concluded, the hall came alive with warmth and joyful anticipa-

tion. Tables were filled with steaming pots and containers of freshly prepared 

soups, festive kanapky, homemade desserts, coffee, and warm beverages. The 

comforting aromas created an atmosphere that felt both celebratory and deeply 

communal. Rather than rushing through the event, parishioners chose to sit to-

gether in the hall, sharing meals, stories, and laughter. Conversations flowed 

easily. Old friends reunited, families gathered, and seminarians mingled with 

parishioners. The scene reflected the beauty of Orthodox community life ð 

fellowship nourished not only by food, but by shared faith and mutual care. The 

spiritual meaning of the Prodigal Son Sunday resonated throughout the gather-

ing. Just as the Gospel speaks of return and reconciliation, the day became an 

embodiment of generosity ð hearts opening not only toward God, but toward 

those in need.  

 

Informational posters displayed how the Church transforms donations into con-

crete assistance through the soup kitchen ministry of the St. Andrew Ukrainian 

Orthodox Society. Brochures allowed participants to learn more about how their 

contributions would provide meals, dignity, and hope to countless individuals 

facing hardship. Only after enjoying time together did many parishioners begin 

selecting soups to take home. Containers were carefully filled ð some pur-

chased multiple portions to share with family and friends. Particularly moving 

was the sight of people intentionally preparing meals for elderly parishioners 

unable to attend that day. In this simple act, the Gospel command to love one 

another was lived out in a tangible and heartfelt way.  

 

Days of preparation had made the event possible. Seminarians, clergy families, 

and parish volunteers worked tirelessly ð chopping vegetables, stirring pots, 

reviving cherished family recipes, and experimenting with new flavors. Their 

efforts resulted in a remarkable variety of soups prepared with love: Solyanka 

by Dobr. Olena Shak; Cheese soup by Struk Vitaliia; Mushroom soup by Dobr. 

Valentyna Dovban (Vysotskyi); Zakarpattian borscht by Olena Shtelen; Borscht 

with pampushky by Svitlana Morozovskyi; Pasta fagioli by Dobr. Oksana Pasa-

kas; Hot and Sour soup by the seminarians; Chili by Natalia Lischuk; and Pea 

soup by Tanya Bobko. The festive table was beautifully completed by tradi-

tional wedding-style kanapky and homemade desserts, lovingly prepared by 

dedicated parish volunteers. The kanapky were crafted by Dobr. Alexis Aku-

lenko, Dobr. Oksana Pasakas, Dobr. Valya Dovban, Anna Krykh, and Svitlana 

Morozovsky, while sweet desserts were generously provided by Vira Gorbach, 

Maria Wasyliw, and Dobr. Oksana Pasakas. Together, their offerings added 

warmth, beauty, and joy to the gathering ð a reminder that even simple acts of 

generosity become blessings when shared in love.  

 

As the event drew to a close, Metropolitan Antony and Fr. Vasyl Pasakas ad-

dressed the gathering with words of gratitude. They thanked everyone for their 

generosity and announced the joyful result ð over $1,000 raised to support the 

Churchôs soup kitchen ministry. Reflecting on the day, Metropolitan Antony 

remarked: ñWe often spend generously when dining out without much thought. 

Today, each person offered what they could ð and together we accomplished 

something far greater. This generosity will nourish thousands. This is the 

Church alive ð loving, serving, and bringing hope.ò The faithful departed with 

full hands and uplifted hearts ð strengthened by fellowship, inspired by ser-

vice, and reminded that true preparation for Lent begins with mercy and love. 

As Great Lent approaches, this gathering stands as a powerful testimony that 

repentance blossoms into generosity, and faith becomes visible through com-

passionate action. May our Lord Jesus Christ bless all who served, gave, and 

participated, and guide us to continue doing works pleasing in His sight. 


